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HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBIT HONORS WOMEN 
FLORIDA WOMEN OF ACHIEVEMENT CELEBRATES ITS 2OTH ANNIVERSARY 
DEBUTING NEWEST PORTRAITS BY PHOTOGRAPHIC ARTIST SCHERLEY BUSCH 
 
Over 100 guests, including community leaders and students, were on hand for an exhibition 
reception and awards ceremony in honor of the newest members of FWA’s impressive roster 
of women leaders as Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos A. Gimenez joined the celebration to present 
a proclamation in celebration of the Florida Women of Achievement at Barry University’s Andy 
Gato Gallery in Miami Shores, 11300 N.E. 2nd Avenue Miami Shores, FL 33161. 
 
This year artist Scherley Busch captured photographic portraits of new inductees City 
of Homestead’s first woman council member, Ruth L. Campbell; Miami-Dade County 
Commissioner Sally Heyman; Miami Lighthouse for the Blind CEO/president Virginia 
Jacko; State Senator Gwen Margolis; mentor/public speaker Tracy Wilson Mourning; Good 
Government Initiative President/CEO Katy Sorensen; business executive and philanthropist 
Mary Spencer; and entrepreneur/community activist Carol Williamson. 
Recognized for their outstanding contributions and positive influence on our state, the women 
join the on going collection which was started in 1992 by Busch. Reflecting diverse cultures, 
ethnicities and careers, the inductees include leaders and trailblazers as Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas and Athalie Range, Gloria Estefan and Chris Evert. The entire collection of FWA will 
remain on display through April 23 at Barry University’s Gato Gallery, open daily from 8 a.m.-10 
p.m. 
 
“What began as the women's movement in the 70s has evolved into a phenomenal 
consciousness of the importance of giving women opportunities in education and career 
choices,” says Sister Jeanne O’Laughlin, Honorary Chair of Florida Women of Achievement. 
Beyond an impressive collection of environmental portraits, the exhibit is also a powerful 
educational and inspirational tool. As in years past, some of these remarkable role models will 
step out of their portraits and into the classroom to share their personal stories and experiences 
with our future leaders during the Opportunities & Challenges Lecture Series at Barry University 
on April 11, 12 and 17. This year’s speakers include Barry University’s President Emerita Sister 
Jeanne O’Laughlin; U.S. Court of Appeals Judge and first female Chief Justice of the Florida 
Supreme Court Rosemary Barkett; Miami-Dade County Commissioner Sally Heyman: President 
and CEO of The Good Government Initiative Katy Sorenson; Miami Lighthouse for the Blind 
CEO Virginia Jacko; former Florida State Senator Elaine Bloom; first Black woman reporter at 
the Miami Herald, Bea L. Hines; business leader and philanthropist Mary Spencer; and National 
Teachers Hall of Fame member, Ellen Kempler. For more information and reservations call 305 
899 3420. 
 
Guided tours of the historic exhibit will also be presented by creator/ director Scherley Busch. 
“As the women’s movement has evolved so has the documentary. FWA has become a beacon, 
illuminating women leaders who serve as universal role models to inspire and empower 
young women and men to accomplish their goals and to see the importance of giving back to 
community. Each leader, shown in an environment that reflects something about her life or 
inspiration, exemplifies what can be accomplished with a dream and the drive to make the 
dream a reality. ” says Busch. 
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