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If you know someone
who is blind or
visually impaired who
can benefit from our
services, please
contact Dr. Elly du Pré
at 305.856.2288, ext.
234.

Visit Us Online at www.miamilighthouse.org

programs
Summer Programs Evolve to
Better Serve Young Clients

Lighthouse Unveils New Statement to
Fit New Mission
To provide
individuals who are
blind or visually
impaired and their
families with an
environment,
programs and
resources that
empower them to
lead full and
independent lives.~

~

While the Miami Lighthouse has moved forward, its mission
statement had been left behind. So, a committee of staff
and Board members developed a new one that would cap-
ture both the traditional and new components of the
agency’s mission.
“We wanted our statement to reflect the many new con-
nections and opportunities we offer to the more than
60,000 blind and visually impaired people of Miami-Dade,”
said Elly du Pré, Director of Adult Services. Board members
Kurt Alder and Meagan Kelley also assisted in the research
and drafting of the new mission statement.

Along with the heat and humidity, a
summer season of new programs for
youngsters of all ages has arrived at
the Miami Lighthouse. After many
years of providing a one-size-fits-all
children’s summer program, the
Lighthouse has developed custom-
ized sessions tailored towards differ-
ent ages and abilities.
“We listened to what our kids and
their parents were telling us,” said
Roxann Mayros, President. “The
sessions are shorter, but more con-
centrated with training and recre-
ation geared more closely to age and
ability. We hope to provide new ex-
periences and a bridge to a richer
quality of life. ”
For the younger children, Summer
Training and Recreation (STAR)
focuses on fun and learning. There
are two STAR programs, one for 6-9
year-olds and another for 10-13 year-
olds. The three-week sessions include personal manage-
ment training, mobility and safe travel and academic and
social skills. But there is also plenty of fun, such as swim-
ming, ice skating, kayaking and field trips to nature
parks.
Summer Keys to Independent Learning (SKIL) is for
teens, aged 14-18. This six week program also features
recreational activities but also classroom work to develop
typing, braille, computer skills and household manage-
ment training.
Summer Employment Experience (SEE) is also for teens,
aged 14-18, who are performing well in school and want
to attend college or seek competitive employment after
high school. This intensive five-week program includes
field trips, job interviewing techniques and college-level
classroom work.
For more information on our 2005 summer programs,
call (305) 856-2288 and ask for Carol or Elly.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Particapnts in
the summer

program make
music, right,

and take a
kayak trip in

Biscayne Bay.

Contact the Miami Light-
house at (305) 856-2288
for more information on
these and other events.

Monday Sept. 27
RP Support Group,
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the
Lighthouse
Friday, Oct. 15
White Cane Safety Day
Observance
Monday Oct. 25
RP Support Group
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the
Lighthouse
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outreach
Support Groups, Public Forum Keep Pace With
Community Needs
Public Forum Puts Spotlight
on Agency Services
The large group of clients, former clients,
friends and families who were crowded into the
gallery for a public forum were given a broad
task: review and comment on all Lighthouse
programs and services.
“Our goal was to get a first-hand value assess-
ment from blind people of just how timely and
relevant our services are,” said Dr. Elly du Pre,
Director of Adult Services.
Their first step was to divide programs and ser-
vices into three categories, absolutely keep,
start doing and stop doing.
Most current programs fell into the absolutely
keep list. Under the start doing category were
ideas to address the “loneliness disease” that
many blind people suffer from. Others wanted
more employment programs and partnering with
the businesses, more promotion of Lighthouse
services throughout the community and age-
specific social events and activities.
Most commented that recent program changes
were a positive step and the computer training
center is one of the best in the nation. Staff
members received numerous accolades for pro-
fessionalism and kindness. There was nearly
unanimous agreement of the tremendous life-
changing effect the Lighthouse has on people
who are blind or visually impaired and their
families.
Look for announcements of future public fo-
rums in Lantern and on the Lighthouse
website.

RP Support Group Off to
Strong Start

Wish List is Your Opportunity To Help
The Lighthouse Wish List allows friends of the agency to donate specific
needed items or the funds to purchase goods and services. For more
information, contact the Development Office at (305) 856-2288.

Specialized support groups organized and hosted
by the Miami Lighthouse for the Blind and Visu-
ally Impaired continue to grow in popularity.
Earlier this year, a new group was formed for
those with retinitis pigmentosa, a potentially
blinding hereditary disease. The RP support
group allows those with the disease to share
information and ideas while providing encour-
agement, fellowship and understanding.
The members range in age from 19 to 65-years-
old. The younger members can meet and inter-
act with older individuals who have adapted to
their condition and are successfully raising fami-
lies and working in competitive jobs.
The members meet once a month at the Light-
house and also schedule Saturday social events,
in which family members can participate. The
group recently had a barbecue and pool party at
a members home. A family with two teenagers
with RP has an opportunity to learn that the
disease is not a life sentence, but condition that
to which one can adapt.
“Our main message is that you can still have a
great and productive life with RP,” said Sylvia
Stinson-Perez, MSW, Community Employment
Specialist.

For more information on the RP Support Group
or meeting dates, contact Sylvia Stinson-Perez,
(305) 856-2288

Needed Items COST
Blindfolds for inservice demonstrations (8 @ $10)  $      80
Educational toys for blind and visually impaired children    100
Solar shields kit for those with light sensitivity    185
DVD player for inservice training    300
Computer projector for presentations 1,500
Portable low vision kit 1,750
STAR Scholarship for one child 4,050
(Summer Training & Recreation)

If you are interested in making a charitable contribution or have questions, please
contact the Miami Lighthouse Development Department at (305) 856-2288.
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Thanks to the Children’s Trust, 60 blind and visu-
ally impaired children will have the “Time of
Their Lives” this summer at the Miami Light-
house.
The Children’s Trust provided a $64,452 grant to
offset the cost of the scholarships under a pro-
gram entitled, Time of Their Lives. The goal of
this program is to provide blind and visually
impaired children with a summer of discovering
new skills and new potential, making friends and
having fun, all leading to a richer quality of life
(see page 1).
Recognizing that the needs of children in Miami-
Dade County far exceeds the resources and sup-
port systems, the Trust was created by voter
referendum in 2002. It was created as a dedi-
cated source of funding to meet those needs and
to make strategic investments in the futures of
children and families.

‘Time of Their Lives’ Summer Scholarships
Provided by The Children’s Trust

The staff and 33-member board are committed
to funding programs that offer the highest pos-
sible quality services. The Trust places a strong
emphasis on active partnerships that move be-
yond typical collaboration to improve services
and access for children and families in Miami-
Dade.� The Trust encourages creative approaches
to coordinating, integrating and funding across
and within the areas of health, safety and devel-
opment and to promote increased parental and
community involvement on behalf of all of our
children.
“We are grateful to The Children’s Trust for
funding a program that will make a critical dif-
ference in the lives of these youngsters,“ said
Lighthouse President and CEO Roxann Mayros.

technology
Website Adds Spanish
and Low Vision Access

Lighthouse Remembers
Friend Ray Charles

Music legend Ray Charles graciously accepts a
plaque of appreciation from the Miami

Lighthouse
during a1986
Miami
concert. In
1999 he
returned to
perform a
benefit for
the dedication
of the
Lighthouse
expansion.

The Miami Lighthouse was saddened by the
recent passing of Ray Charles, a giant in the
world of music and an inspiration to all those
with blindness and visual impairment.
While his music will continue to put a smile on
everyone’s face, he will be remembered with
particular fondness by the Miami Lighthouse
for his generous support, particularly his 1998
benefit concert to mark the expansion of the
Lighthouse facilities.
He was a lasting role model for those with
blindness or visual impairment and his music
and legacy will live on.

The Miami Lighthouse website is now much
easier to access and use for larger segments of
our population. The site was completely rebuilt
earlier this year and additional improvements
and upgrades continue.
Immediately noticeable on the welcome page
are large prompts for low vision visitors. By
clicking on these options, low vision users can
select from three different large type sizes plus
several options for type and background color.
“We consulted with low vision specialists on
which type of colors and backgrounds work
best,” said Andy Ewell of BizSolutions, who de-
signed the site. “Low vision visitors have given us
glowing reviews.”
Also new is the “Español” button on the bottom
left of the welcome page. This will convert all
the text into Spanish, an obvious plus for a major
part of the Lighthouse audience. The low vision
options also work in Spanish.
Other improvements are still in the planning
stages, such as the possibility of cataloging and
selling the products in the Solutions store on the
website. “We will continue to make upgrades, so
keep checking in with us online and let us know
what you think,” said President Roxann Mayros.

Visit us today at
www.miamilighthouse.org
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Doctors and Parents Try to Understand the
Mysteries of Children’s Cortical Blindness
Cortical blindness or cortical vision impairment
is a neuro-ophthalmological disorder most
often diagnosed in children before the age of
five. It is a term used to describe a condition in
which there is a lack of visual function even
though doctors can find nothing wrong with
the eyes. “Cortical” refers to the visual cortex
part of the brain, where images from the eyes
are processed.

Q: I’ve never heard of cortical blindness. Is it
rare?
It is not common, but it is often misdiagnosed.
Sometimes referred to as blindsight, it is often
associated with neurological disorders, trauma or
other brain damage.
Q: How is cortical blindness diagnosed?
Cortical blindness is diagnosed when a thorough
evaluation of the eye reveals no abnormalities
and there is poor visual function.  A VEP (visual
evoked potential) and MRI (magnetic resonance
imaging) are useful in documenting the neuro-
logical deficit and ruling out other potential
causes, including tumors.
Q: What is the treatment?
Visual stimulation activities and regular programs
called “patterning” seem to help young cortical
blind patients. It is theorized that these activi-

ties “exercise” the nerve fibers and their con-
nections within the optic system, particularly
the retina, optic nerve and brain. It is theorized
that visual recovery is linked to improving the
connections and feedback between the eye and
the brain.
Studies have also shown that the potential for
improved visual functioning is better in a
younger child than in an adult.
Q: What is the long-term prognosis?
The prognosis for regaining some visual function-
ing in young children is good, although the re-
covery pattern is not easily detected by stan-
dard ophthalmic tests. Also, visual behaviors are
unique in each individual. Ultimately, cortical
blind children become good prospects for low
vision treatment. Case studies have shown that
many children recover the ability to identify
single letters of large print.  Most can eventually
name colors and can detect a moving object in
the peripheral areas better than their central
vision.
Short evaluations should not determine the vi-
sual potential of a child, since progress will take
time. Significant visual recovery may take at
least a year and can continue over a decade or
more.

Let The Games Begin!
Specialized Products Designed for Kids at Play

Information provided by the National Eye
Institute and Low Vision.org

The Miami Lighthouse’s Solutions Store not only
makes home and work activities easier for people
who are blind or visually impaired, it also makes
leisure time more fun, particularly for youngsters.
From balls that beep to braille Monopoly to talking
chess boards, Solutions has specialized toys and
games for kids of all ages. Other games include
jumbo dominos, braille dice and both blind and low
vision Scrabble. Other items are designed for both
blind and visually impaired children. Board games
and playing cards, for example, have large print
along with braille tags. Game boards have raised
lines and boarders and the game pieces have been
modified to be identified by touch, such as large
holes in the center of black checker pieces so they
can be easily distinguished from the red ones.
Solutions also has educational toys for blind and
visually impaired toddlers, such as stacking rings,
raised letter blocks and audible balls that can be
located by sound.

TOP: The oversized playing cards also have
braille tags for identification. Bottom: In this
game, similar to tic-tac-toe, notice the  black

pieces have holes, while the red do not.

Do you know of anyone who is blind or visually impaired who may benefit from our services?
Contact Elly du Pre at (305) 856-2288
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Mrs. Florida Shares
Crown With
Young Client

Luncheon Honors Deering
Trust, Spotlights Client

Mrs. Florida, Michele Morland, shares her
crown with client Antonia Patrick.

If the crown fits, wear it.
That was the feeling expressed by client Antonia
Patrick who wore the crown of a beauty queen
during a recent luncheon at the Lighthouse. Mrs.
Florida, Michele Morland, recently visited and
toured the Lighthouse along with 17 members of
the PGA Tour Wives Association. The group also
served Lighthouse clients a catered lunch.
Antonia, who has impaired vision and also suffers
from cerebral palsy, was approached by Mrs.
Florida and asked if she wanted to wear the
crown.

In an occasion that brought full circle the histori-
cal connection between two prominent Miami
organizations, doctors from the world-famous
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute recently toured the
Lighthouse to learn about the variety of services
and programs offered by the agency.
More than 30 Bascom Palmer ophthalmologists
attended the event, including Medical Director
and Department Chairman Carmen Puliafito,
M.D., Chief Resident Steven Gedde, M.D., Direc-
tor of Optometric Services Charles Pappas, O.D.
President Roxann Mayros welcomed the group
and touched on the deeply intertwined roots
between the Lighthouse and Bascom Palmer and
how those important connections can benefit
both organizations.
The doctors received demonstrations from staff
in personal management, computers, cane use
and the children’s center.

See related article - Page 8

The Miami Lighthouse was one of the many
charitable organizations represented at the Do-
nor Next Door luncheon, an event sponsored by
the Leave a Legacy Foundation to promote phi-
lanthropy throughout the community.
The Lighthouse took the opportunity to thank
the Deering Trust for its continuing support over
more than 50 years. Hundreds of blind citizens
have accessed Lighthouse programs and services
because of the Trust’s generosity.
Also in the spotlight was the Reverend Bruce
Coleman, a minister and client who recently
completed his training at the Lighthouse and has
volunteered to be a peer group leader for a
newly formed support group for blind and visu-
ally impaired residents in the North Miami area.

At the Donor Next Door luncheon are
(L-R) Reverend Bruce Coleman,
President Roxann Mayros and Preston
Prevatt of the Deering Trust.

Top: Doctors watch Braille demonstration.
Bottom: (L-R) Charles Pappas, O.D., Lighthouse

President Roxann Mayros and Bascom Palmer
Medical Director Carmen Puliafito, M.D. In

front are Dr. Puliafito’s son’s, Ben and Sam.



honors
Feb. 1, 2004 - May 31, 2004

Make a Living Tribute to that special person in your life.
A notice of your gift will be sent to those being honored.

memorials
Feb. 1, 2004 - May 31, 2004

A gift to Miami Lighthouse in loving memory of a late
relative or friend makes a lasting remembrance. The
family will receive notification of your legacy.

donors
Feb. 1, 2004 - May 31, 2004
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$20,000 and above
The James Deering Trust
Health Foundation of South Florida
The Rotary Foundation of Miami
Estate of Harry Smallen
Estate of Sara Sobel

IN MEMORY  OF ...

Mrs. Ylonka Almonte
Ms. Maria R. Almonte

Dr. Conrad B. Arnold
Amy and J. Scott Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Koelfgen
Mr. and Mrs. John Massey
Ms. Susan N. Meade

Mrs. Geraldine S. Arnold
Amy and J. Scott Brown
Ms. Susan N. Meade

Ms. Zozy Cavant
Ms. Olga C. Phillips

Mr. Raymond Collins
Ms. Mollie Reubert

Mr. James Crockett
Ms. Teddye V. Pearce

Mr. Albert Davies
Dr. and Mrs Sidney Brenner

Ms. Rose Draluck
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Draluck

Mr. Julio Fernandez-Selles
Mrs. Alice L. Fernandez

Raquel Fuster's Mother
Ms. Raquel Fuster

Ms. Ruth Glaser
Ms. Ida Judis
Ms. Glenn Noel
Ms. Barbara Noel

Mr. Richard Goldstein
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Corrado
and Family

Mr. Irving Haller
Ms. Bernice Haller

Ms. Hinita Rodkin
Dr. and Mrs. Sidney Brenner

Mrs. Mary Jacobs
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Draluck

Mr. Irving Levy
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Draluck

Ms. Lucila Lopez
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph J. Oller

Mrs. Doris Love
Mr. Oran C. Buck
Mr. Charles R. Horton

Mr. Mark Metcalf
Mr. John Metcalf

Mr. Jose A. Morado
Ms. Betty Perez

Mr. Maurice Orvitz
Ms. Joyce E. Andrews

Ms. Margarita Padron
Insurance for Agriculture

Mr. Ted Parsons
Ms. Sylvia A. Leslie

Ms. Maguerite Pitisci
Mr. Robert H. Hurt

Ms. Gwen Schadler
Mr.and Mrs. Donald F. Gardner

Ms. Rose Srysbnik
Mrs. Phyllis S. Lehman

The Honorable Milton Starkman
Stat Copy Services

Mr. R. Larry Toyne
Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott Brown

Mr. Jay W. Weiss
Ms. Kampi Chaleunsouk

Mr. Robert Williams
Mrs. Kathryn K. Williams

IN HONOR OF ...

Ms. Hannah Atron
Ms. Jill Friedman

Miss Sealey Elizabeth Bacardi
Dr. and Mrs.Luis A. Algarra
Mr. and Mrs. Facundo L. Bacardi
Ms. Allison S. Byrd
Ms. Monique Denes
Ms. Nora E. Henao
Ms. Mary Catherine Irvin
Ms. Elsa Londono
Mr. and Mrs. Guillermo Mejia
Ms. Lucy Ospina
Ms. Kathryn V. Ott

Mr. Matthew Parker
Ms. Amanda Patino
Ms. Cristina G. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Terry, Jr.
Ms. Stephanie Kennedy Trujillo

Mr. Bart Barthelemy
Ms. Diane M. Thurston

Mrs. Donna Blaustein
Mr. Irving Kainste
Dr. and Mrs. Robert R. Rosen

Ms. Tola Bloch
Mr. and Mrs.Phillip Berger

Mr. Ken Brammer
Mr. James W. Barfield

Ms. Mae Gaber
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Draluck

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Genet
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Teitler

Mr. Meyer Levy
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Draluck

Mr. W. Sloan McCrea
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Feuer

Ms. Rose Miller
Ms. Julia Weisberg

$10,000-19,999
Estate of Genowefa Schiner
Mr. Norman S. Tesser

$5,000-$9,999
Donna and Arnold S. Blaustein
Morena de Mantilla Charitable Fund
Rubin & Gladys Wollowick Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Ms. Maria Echavarria
Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Harrison
Estate of Ramona K. Inglis
Mr. John W. Thatcher

If you are interested in making a charitable contribution or have questions, please
contact the Miami Lighthouse Development Department at (305) 856-2288.
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The Honorable A. Jay Cristol
Ms. Claire Critzer
Drs. Fred W. and Ellen B. Crockett
Dr. Thomas Dahlan
Mrs. Doris K. Dalrymple
Ms. Mary Anne Danguillecourt
Mr. George Decarion
Dr. Elly DuPre
Ms. Ana Dyminski
Ms. Marta L. Escobar
Sharon and Dennis McCarthy
Mrs. Sandra Fairman
Mr. Luis Felipe
Ms. Ronnie Fernandez
Ms. Lourdes Fernandez-Milian
Mr. and Mrs. Murray G. Fields
Mr. Luis Figueroa, Jr.
Mrs. Audrey Finkelstein
Mr. Allen C. Fornes
Ms. Helen Frederiksen
Ms. Anna L. Fulks
Mr. Michael A. Garcia
Drs. Otto and Eloina Garcia
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Gartenbaum
Mr. Lester Genser
Gimmick Advertising Ltd
Mrs. Marilyn Girsh
Mrs. Catherine Glenn
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard J. Goldstein
Ms. Ena F. Gonzalez
Mr. and Mrs. Rolando Granda
Mrs. William F. Graves
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Green
The Greenburg-May Foundation
Mrs. Martha A. Haas
Mr. Roderick P. Hansen
Ms. Jane S. Harrison
Mr. Steven Hegedeos
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hemmings
Mr. Juan Henao
Mr. John B. Henderson, Esq.
Dr. Rafael Hernandez
Ms. Lourdes C. Horton
Ms. Colleen Fix Huff
Mr. Frank E. Jacobs
Ms. Tammi Jamison
Mr. Everett Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Jordahl
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Karl H. Karlson
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Katz
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Kellar
Kendall Medical Center
Mr. David Kilcrease
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth F. Kniskern
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Kokenge
Ms. Helen M. Kotler
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Krawcheck
Ms. Ruth Kruger
Ms. Lillian A. Kuss
Dr. Solomon Y. Lallouz
Mrs. Clara Lamas
Mr. John O. Langstadt, Esq.
Mr. Bennett Leff
Mrs. Isabelle Levison
Mrs. Inge Liedholz
Ms. Mary L. Little
Mr. Harold Lowenstein
Ms. Martha Lowman
Mr. Max Marco
Ms. Margaret H. Martin
Ms. Janet R. McAliley
Janet and David McCrea
Ms. Betty W. McCrimmon
Mrs. Marjorie B. McKinsey
Ms. Amelia Mendoza
Ms. Magaly Migoya-Bethencourt
Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Mikulski
Ms. Kathryn Mills
Mr. Fernando P. Miyares
Dr. Morris Moel
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Moeller

Ms. Klara P. Mora
Mr. Keith L. Mueller
Mr. Silvino Negrin
Mr. Fred Newcomb
Mr. Mark B. Newman
Mr. Fred Newman
Mrs. Rhoda Nissenbaum
Mr. Dan Nixon
Perlberg Associates
Dr. and Mrs. Wesley S. Nock
Mr. Philip E. Palmer
Ms. Agnes Paris
Mr. Herbert C. Parlato
Mr. Robert Parsons
The Honorable and

Mrs. Ray H. Pearson
Ms. Frances D. Phillips
Ms. Pamela F. Poulos
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley B. Price
Mr. Robert Rampil
Ms. Diane D. Ricke
Mr. James Ricketts
Dr. and Mrs. Henry G. Ring
Mr. Cairo Rivera
George Scarboro Roberts Foundation
Ms. Ines Rodriguez
Mrs. Teresa Rodriguez
Mr. Armando Rodriguez-Roig
Mr. Stephan Rogers
Mr. Bernardo Roman III
Mr. Nathaniel Rosoff
Rossman & Baumberger, PA
Mr. Irving Rubin
Mr. Robert Ruwitch
Mr. Howard Sacks
Ms. Ada Sails
Mr. & Mrs. Alvaro Salazar
Mr. Brad I. Schandler
Mr. Lester Severns
Shepard, Lobe, Costa
Mr. Harper Sibley, Jr.
Ms. Gertrude W. Siegel
Dr. and Mrs. Alan M. Silbert
Ms. Sol Singer
Mr. J. Rodger Skinner
Jacqueline Bueno and Luis Sousa
Dr. Irving Stemerman
Ms. Barbara Strahm
Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell D. Streaker
Mr. and Mrs. Emilio T. Suarez
Dr. Carlos A. Suarez
Mrs. Roberto Suarez
Sunrise Community Inc
Tikal Distributing Corp.
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Troner
TTL Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Miguel Villon
Mr. Carlos Waserstein
Ms. Susan R. Weiss
Mr. and Ms. Andrew Welsh
Mrs. Marcella Ungar Werblow
White & Case
Mrs. Virginia D. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Wingerter
Ms. Maraget Wright
Ms. Frances Yelen
Ms. Melissa Yorty
Mr. Harold L. Young, Jr.
Mrs. Frank Young
Mr. Saul Zitner

$1,000-$2,499
Anthony R. Abraham Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Pedro A. Castillo
Mr. and Mrs. Adalbert Friedhoff
Mr. Mark H. Izard and

Ms. Janet L. Humphreys
Mrs. Jane H. Lukens
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Morrison
Estate of Frederick K. Reuter
SHAPE (Dr. Michael M. Krop High School)

$500-$999
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson M. Alemany
ANONYMOUS GIFTS
Carmen and Karl Bishopric
Delta Gamma Sorority
Dr. and Mrs. Hermann J. Diehl
Dr. Frits K. du Pré
Ms. Norma Ederer
Drs. Cleve and Joanne Howard
Virginia and Robert Jacko
Patricia and James K. Kracht
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Reamer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Sims
Mr. John Stetson
Ms. Lynn M. Summers, Esq.

$250-$499
Mr. and Mrs. Ramon R. Cacicedo, Sr.
Jessica and Joseph E. DaGrosa
Mr. B. B. Goldstein
Mr. Daniel D. Green
Holland & Knight Charitable Foundation
Mr. Eduardo Ibarra
Mrs. Thea Katzenstein
Ms. Adella Keels
Ms. Susan P. Kelley & Dr. William R. Roy
Mr. Blas H. Lopez
Mr. and Mrs. Heinz Luedeking
LuAnna and Donald W. Marx
Roxann Mayros
Mr. Jaime Moreno
Ms. Carol Patterson
Ms. Catherine Rhew
Mr. Anthony F. Rotoli
Dorothy Swift
Virgil P. Warren Foundation
Weathertrol Maintenance Corp
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Wilson, CLU
Wynne Building Corp.

$50-$249
A Plus Mortgage Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Adelman
All-Gentle Chiropractic, P.A.
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Alvarez
Mrs. Mayra L. Alvarez
Ms. Anita Angelica
Mr. Glenn Bales
Mr. George W. Barbour, Jr.
Mr. Ricardo Bardella
Mr. Denis Barreto
Ms. Molly W. Bender
Mr. Seth Berger
Mr. Steven Block
Ms. Rochelle E. Buhr
Mr. Alan Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Domingo Campos
Ms. Maria L. Carbonell
Ms. Lillian Carpenter
Ms. Carol Cassel
Mr. and Mrs. Henry D. Castro
Mr. Albert L. Chapin
Circle Art and Antiques
Ms. Rebecca Conner

Donor listings are from
Feb. 1 to May 31, 2004.
Any other donations will be
listed in our next issue.

donors - Continued
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1950s Lighthouse Plants Seed That
Blossoms Into World-Class Eye Hospital
As the Miami Lighthouse approaches its 75th year, it can proudly
look just two miles away at a world-famous ophthalmic patient
care, research and educational institute that literally sprouted from
its own roots nearly a half-century ago.
In the 1920s, Dr. Bascom Palmer was a pioneering local ophthalmolo-
gist, the only doctor in Florida performing corneal grafts. Through
the Rotary Club of Miami, Dr. Palmer learned of the Miami Light-
house for the Blind and joined the Board in the early 1940s.  At the
time, he was also a Trustee of the University of Miami and Chairman
of a committee seeking to establish a medical school at UM.
Dr. Palmer shared his long-held dream of opening an eye hospital in
Miami with his fellow Lighthouse Board members and he often solic-
ited donations from his wealthy patients to help establish such a
facility. Dr. Palmer was elected President of the Lighthouse Board in
1947 and the following year, the Board purchased the land for an
eye hospital. That land is where renown Bascom Palmer Eye Insti-
tute is located today.
But Dr. Palmer would not see his eye hospital built. He remained
president of the Lighthouse Board until 1952, the same year the
medical school was established. He died in 1954.  But the Lighthouse
Board kept the dream alive, raising money and working with the
new medical school and Dade County to make the hospital a reality.
With the arrival at UM in 1959 of an ambitious Ophthalmology direc-
tor, Dr. Edward Norton, the final push for the new facility was com-
plete. With the Lighthouse playing a central role and providing
$500,000, ground was broken in 1961 and the four-story building
completed in 1962. That building is now part of Bascom Palmer’s
research facility.

Dr. Bascom
Palmer,
Lighthouse
President,
1947-52.

At the 1961 groundbreaking for
the new eye hospital were (L-R)
Dr. Kenneth Witmer, Lighthouse
President Mo Harrison, Mrs.
Bascom Palmer and a two-time
former Lighthouse President
Keith Philips.


