
   

Issue 130 

November 2025 
 

  

  

 

In This Issue 

     Happy Halloween from Miami Lighthouse 
Academy 

     Miami Lighthouse Hosts Webinar on CVI 
     95th Anniversary Celebrated on White Cane 

Day 
     Miami Lighthouse Blind Soccer Program 

receives 2025 'Innovator of the Year' Award 
     Affordable Housing for the Blind at Related 

Group's SoMi Parc 
 

DONATE NOW 

 

  

LEARN MORE 

 

 

  

  

 

Happy Halloween from Miami Lighthouse Academy 
 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001lB1SvBjl2uxfAWfl1MidJlZA5ZcpeXCEaorsxSGBeJxGLr5BU9jUwB-2D5Hv-5FkQ1ENHIQkdJNUKemq4H-2D7gpfhmW3fOdO27zrvk0rIYbe3vjTRfgCT8GFKzdYbXTxCBO85HqHC7yaMiON2rJiNLK-5FpFF4u5-2Di8zb-2Dfr8p9sKPqvzjyKOKlVOsD1kg1o9e0t331-26c-3D-2DkAgDq2f-2D9-5FE75jxirx2BRon5kF0PEGF0lQ3YpI55eVI2wyHAc65RQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DVsjN9GHDz3I7UdEpeith04NcAhxs8ZgS-5FmBa7WuRYvLfSHyEMDBLug-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=2fZgCg5IzbcyS-AGpycAzIl7d-xOVkykwfuJNqbQ-UUTwBKicIpnPCO0PuzbqRBv&s=rgzg94c-xtREXo0Tf4cl0WiWvAtSp0xWzb3XzCnnoHc&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001lB1SvBjl2uxfAWfl1MidJlZA5ZcpeXCEaorsxSGBeJxGLr5BU9jUwMrCaAAaV6dwnJ3EnSXJA-2DH4bh3g0NR1RazzYY9boeqfYDXoUxSfK77dpI4MGz3WptQnK2NUICwRrdPQqMaDEHBJjkjkg5bxJOtUi8qEyuQPJb61x8dkG7E-3D-26c-3D-2DkAgDq2f-2D9-5FE75jxirx2BRon5kF0PEGF0lQ3YpI55eVI2wyHAc65RQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DVsjN9GHDz3I7UdEpeith04NcAhxs8ZgS-5FmBa7WuRYvLfSHyEMDBLug-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=2fZgCg5IzbcyS-AGpycAzIl7d-xOVkykwfuJNqbQ-UUTwBKicIpnPCO0PuzbqRBv&s=hfdHxEo6EldXK_Kaza1wRDxEXROdeL5KfoWbz9buONw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001lB1SvBjl2uxfAWfl1MidJlZA5ZcpeXCEaorsxSGBeJxGLr5BU9jUwMrCaAAaV6dwnJ3EnSXJA-2DH4bh3g0NR1RazzYY9boeqfYDXoUxSfK77dpI4MGz3WptQnK2NUICwRrdPQqMaDEHBJjkjkg5bxJPzhSljHQj8NzkkIbSz2JeU-3D-26c-3D-2DkAgDq2f-2D9-5FE75jxirx2BRon5kF0PEGF0lQ3YpI55eVI2wyHAc65RQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DVsjN9GHDz3I7UdEpeith04NcAhxs8ZgS-5FmBa7WuRYvLfSHyEMDBLug-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=2fZgCg5IzbcyS-AGpycAzIl7d-xOVkykwfuJNqbQ-UUTwBKicIpnPCO0PuzbqRBv&s=_mCdu3RzJis9IynQGuset32zJJpUyb6JJ9wr073COm0&e=


  

  

 

  

Miami Lighthouse Hosts Webinar on CVI 
 

 

Miami Lighthouse recently hosted an international webinar titled "Advancing 
Cerebral/Cortical Visual Impairment (CVI) Awareness and Innovation" presented by our CVI 
Collaborative partners. This panel brought together experts from Nova Southeastern 
University Huizenga College of Business and Entrepreneurship, Nova Southeastern University 
Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine (NSU MD), University of Miami Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute, Nicklaus Children's Health System to tackle CVI challenges. 

Questions regarding definitions, etiology, diagnosis, assessment, treatment and rehabilitation 
of CVI were brought up by moderator François Sainfort, Professor - Healthcare 
Administration/Director - Complex Health Systems Program/Chair and panelists included Dr. 
John Ravenscroft, Chair of Childhood Visual Impairment at the University of Edinburgh Carlos 
E. Mendoza-Santiesteban, Associate Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology, University of Miami 
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute; Anuj Jayakar, Medical Director, Neurocritical Care Program 
Nicklaus Children’s Hospital; Michael Berger, Teacher of the Visually Impaired, Miami 
Lighthouse for the Blind. The Seminar is supported by a 2025 Delta Gamma Foundation 
'Service for Sight' Grant. 

 

  

  

 

 

Video Webinar on "Advancing Cerebral/Cortical Visual Impairement (CVI) 
 

  

  

 

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001lB1SvBjl2uxfAWfl1MidJlZA5ZcpeXCEaorsxSGBeJxGLr5BU9jUwO23GeE5dt74Rur8o9JZuItXQoepGSkr8qKHCZoMswmgH8Oe4p9fRF8-5F9NEwi0SyVTU0-5FeqIoarXC2e3lDmPyWfJjilCOCqxpraiLDTVd-5FwMQaD8LxyBi-2D7aKaCOafofQXIq77oU58q3-26c-3D-2DkAgDq2f-2D9-5FE75jxirx2BRon5kF0PEGF0lQ3YpI55eVI2wyHAc65RQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DVsjN9GHDz3I7UdEpeith04NcAhxs8ZgS-5FmBa7WuRYvLfSHyEMDBLug-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=2fZgCg5IzbcyS-AGpycAzIl7d-xOVkykwfuJNqbQ-UUTwBKicIpnPCO0PuzbqRBv&s=zSUtst7U-FVpjR75-K7wDp7adOqdEdedtHulCUMmX6w&e=


95th Anniversary Celebrated on White Cane Day 
 

We celebrated our 95th Anniversary on October 15th, White Cane Day, a National Day of 
Observance established by President Lyndon Johnson in 1964. The day is set aside to celebrate 
the many achievements of the blind and visually impaired, and their important symbol of 
independence, the white cane. 

More than 200 blind and visually impaired program participants were escorted by the City of 
Miami Fire and Police Departments and were led by Grand Marshalls Miami-Dade Supervisor 
of Elections Alina Garcia, Tax Collector Dariel Fernandez, Miami-Dade County Public School 
Board Chair Mari Tere Rojas, Billy the Marlin and Miami Kids Magazine Sharky. 

The highly successful event was emceed by Raymond Duenas, The Miami Herald Director of 
Community Affairs, and continued with lunch sponsored by The Montes Family owned 
McDonald's. Our nationally recognized Miami Lighthouse Music Program provided wonderful 
entertainment. Sponsors of the outstanding day included Uber, TD Bank, Gray Robinson, 
Vispero, Florida Blue Medicare, Lions District 35-N, Ambutech, 305 Hive, Miami Kids 
Magazine, WMBM Media Group, Seed of Light and others. 

 

  

  

 

  

White Cane Day 2025 
 

  

  

 

Miami Lighthouse Blind Soccer Program receives 2025 'Innovator of 
the Year' Award 

 

Miami Lighthouse Blind Soccer Program has been selected for the 2025 'Innovator of the Year' 
Award by the Florida Association for Education and Rehabilitation recognizing our 
commitment to making a positive impact on the lives of individuals who are blind or visually 
impaired in Florida. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001lB1SvBjl2uxfAWfl1MidJlZA5ZcpeXCEaorsxSGBeJxGLr5BU9jUwAlV7mFL0Xb96ii49jTZMl-5FgbeqF12To13CcUtewo713h-2Dn3clrguEnoPeR1LihNu4z7PoiBaB1wI2xnwemyWEcpjeVOZHI-5Fpm3Eb5LGBMCm9hdOcpNavOjbD6ZnLLrkseyoqP-2DE5WaMsrecQKyUFhk-3D-26c-3D-2DkAgDq2f-2D9-5FE75jxirx2BRon5kF0PEGF0lQ3YpI55eVI2wyHAc65RQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DVsjN9GHDz3I7UdEpeith04NcAhxs8ZgS-5FmBa7WuRYvLfSHyEMDBLug-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=2fZgCg5IzbcyS-AGpycAzIl7d-xOVkykwfuJNqbQ-UUTwBKicIpnPCO0PuzbqRBv&s=Nob0rlixuOROWEwxQJJA6h3GDK3kra-na7NnZI6LUPo&e=


  

Miami Lighthouse Teacher of the Visually Impaired Michael Berger, TVI, CSW, represented 
Miami Lighthouse to receive the award. Miami Lighthouse students, ages 1 to 18, have been 
learning blind soccer on our new blind soccer mini pitch. In blind soccer, all participants wear 
blinders so the playing field has equal access, with players using ear foot coordination as the 
soccer ball rattles across the field. This makes the sport ideal for those with visual impairment 
and without, to play and thrive together. 

 

  

  

 

  

Teacher of the Visually Impaired, Michael Berger with the Florida Association for Education and 
Rehabilitation 2025 'Innovator of the Year' Award  

 

  

  

 

  

Affordable Housing for the Blind at Related Group's SoMi Parc 
 

Miami Lighthouse is a registered Florida Housing Finance Corporation (FHFC) Referral 
Agency and we are grateful to place many of our deserving program participants in affordable 
housing. Real estate trade outlet, Multi-Housing News, published a Q&A featuring Related 
Group and Miami Lighthouse on the Residences at SoMi Parc initiative. 

The Q&A highlights how SoMi Parc is redefining inclusive housing in South Florida, 
emphasizing thoughtful design, accessibility, and collaboration to empower residents with 
vision impairments. Miami Lighthouse program participants and residents of SoMi Parc like 
Xavier Richards and Brigitte Fabien share their experiences of independence and 
community, while Related Group and Miami Lighthouse discuss how this partnership came 
together and what future phases will look like. You may read the article 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__49fk4ypab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001lB1SvBjl2uxfAWfl1MidJlZA5ZcpeXCEaorsxSGBeJxGLr5BU9jUwO23GeE5dt74-5FrdsFde4QGbTv7MAhOENKTh-2DPvc48i-2D3th73prefE9XSSW8c-2DCONMkTYx3i4i-5FovTiSmUULySxz9THl6ouTzvC50UClUKJTLVQyfHNCIPye1MXwRZvAD-5FuoXcRSrDHiG3PnokSpix1SQoKnLsmOs7ZA5Xplf7MaPct7fzxiaV-2DRqibpXP1MGFQ-3D-3D-26c-3D-2DkAgDq2f-2D9-5FE75jxirx2BRon5kF0PEGF0lQ3YpI55eVI2wyHAc65RQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DVsjN9GHDz3I7UdEpeith04NcAhxs8ZgS-5FmBa7WuRYvLfSHyEMDBLug-3D-3D&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SGDy1xcxy3cC6uqkJNbqRH3FzShCdACsb1cIfchBvR4&m=2fZgCg5IzbcyS-AGpycAzIl7d-xOVkykwfuJNqbQ-UUTwBKicIpnPCO0PuzbqRBv&s=rvbp0yRiGWskx2_hme346vO5JdlAbImt8Uakqnq2wqw&e=


here https://www.multihousingnews.com/crafting-a-vision-for-inclusion-at-somi-parc-in-
miami/.  

 

  

  

 

  

Related Group's Residences at SoMi Parc 
 

  

  

 

  

In the News: 

     WMBB News 13, October 29, 2025 – "Florida Heiken Children's Vision 
Program provides free eye exams for students" 

     7 NEWS WJHG, October 29, 2025 – "Bay County students receive free eye 
exams" 

     NorthEscambia.com, October 23, 2025 – "Students At 28 Escambia 
County School Can Qualify For Free Eye Exams, Glasses" 

     7 NEWS WSVN, October 15, 2025 – "Miami Lighthouse celebrates 
achievements of the blind, visually impaired during White Cane Day" 

Read more! 
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EMPLOYER ID #59-0637847. MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, FLORIDA REGISTRATION 
#CH775. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE 

DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES 
NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND 

AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, INC. NON-PROFIT IRS EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER IS 59-0637847. 
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