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Among the many hundreds of children's programs in
Visit Wehsite Miarmi-Dade County, Miami Lighthouse's Early
Intervention Blind Babies Program was named the
2016 Program of the Year by the Chidren's Trust,

This most prestigious award recognizes our Early
St s Intervention Program, in particular, for including
parents as teachers, The event took place at the
SAVE THE DATE! Champicn for Chidren's Awards event held by The
Children's Trust, "The true Champions for Children
85th "

are the parents of the more than one hundred blind

- c.‘;i; babies and toddlers in our Blind Babies Program,™
Didmon. said Miami Lighthouse President and CEOQ Virginia

- Jacko in her acceptance speech.
Anniversaryy PSSP

Celebration

Safurday,
January 28, 2017
at the Historic
Bilfsmore Hotel

Breaking Ground on our Lighthouse Learning Center for
Children™
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Left fo right. Oty of Migmy Mayor Tomas Regalado,; Thomas Abrafham, Anthaony 1. Abraham
Foundstion; Sanstor Gwean Margols, Congresswoman flaana Ros+ ehtinan, Mrs. Shancar,
Chairman of the Board Aay Aamon Casas,; O50 Wirgins Jacko,; Raprasaniative David Richardsorn,
Maroe! Mariote, Wolterg Alvarez & Fartmars; Jorge Murills, Muaile Construction Managemernt;

S Richard Krasno, ratvasanting The Willizm R, Kanan, . Charilabile Trust.

The date was August 3rd, and exciterment was in the air as groundbreaking took place
on oL new Lighthouse Learning Center for Children™, The cerermony, held in
colaboration with leading design and building professionals, Wolfberg Alvarez & Parthers
and Munila Construction Management, was attended by elected officials, civic leaders
and education professionals, as wel as Lighthouse Board Directors and other
SUpporters,

With construction now underway, the new Learning Center wil soon provide the
community with a first-of-its-kind pre-kindergarten program for blind and wvisually
impaired children alongside sighted yvoungsters from the surrounding neighborhood.
The innovative program is being introduced by Miami Lighthouse in partnership with
Miami-Dade County Public Schools and The Early Learning Coalition. The new facility
has been made possible by private donations in response to a chalenge grant from a
local philanthropist,

B University of Miami President Visits Miami Lighthouse for the Blind

O August 24th Dr. Julio Frenk, President of the University of Miami, toured Miami
Lighthouse for the Blind's facility and explored innovative new partnerships between
Miami Lighthouse, University of Miami Frost School of Music, and Bascom Palmer Eye
Institute, Highlights of the tour included our Lighthouse Learning Center for Children™
Pre-Kindergarten, the Low Vision Solutions Center, the Better Chance Music Production
Program™, Senior Health and Group Activiies Program, and our Computer Accessibility
prograrm,

We look forward to bulding bridges and a bright futLre between the University of Miami
and Miami Lighthouse for the Blind,
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Lindvarsily of Migrmd Brast Schoo) of Music Daarr Shaltorn Barg, Univarsity of Miami Presigarnt O Julio
Frank, C80 Vinginia Jacko, Migmi Lighthouse Board Chal Ramon Casas, amd Bascom Faimar Bye
dnetitue Chair D Sovarado Afonso

Miami-Dade Elections Department Presents "Be Election Ready"
Session at Miami Lighthouse

Cid wou know that every poling location is reguired to be eguipped with an 804
touchscreen machine offering an audio ballot for voters with viswual impairments?

The Miami-Dade County Elections Departrment held an exciting "Be Election Ready”
event at the Miami Lighthouse to frain participants on how to register to vote, confirm
or update their voter information and the many ways to vote including by mail, early
voting and the use of accessible voting machines on Election Day.
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Mz Lighthouse cliants lagrn how 0 use the sccessiily fasturas of the voting machings.
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The unigue event, attended by Lighthouse clents, took place on August 16th and was
hosted by Carolina Lopez, Deputy Supervisor of Elections, Lighthouse CED Virginia
Jacko thanked the Election Departrment for taking the ime to ensure that our wisually
impaired clents had the opportunity to fully learm about the voting process, The
educatonal event reinforced, once again, the Miami Lighthouse motto, "It's possible to
see without sight, ™"

CEO Jacko is a Guest Speaker at Rotary Club "100 Year
Celebration”

Miarmi Lighthouse's relationship with the Rotary Club of Miami harkens back to 1921
when, along with the Lions Club, it was instrumental in founding Miarmi Lighthouse with
Rotarian Thomas Grady serving as the first Board Chair from 1921 to 1932, The
Rotary Club of Miami has continued to support the Lighthouse since that ime, even as
it celebrates its 100 Year Jublee and we celebrate 85 vears of service,
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L eft fo Right: Rotary Ol of Migimi Vice Frasidant and Treasurar B Sejnn, iane L andsbarg,
Migem Lighthouse Board Director Scott Richay. Miaimi L ighthouse Frasigant & CEO Virginia Jacko,
Rotary St of Miswmi Prasidant Qfivar Rul, and Cathy Carnl

At a recent meeting at which she was invited to speak, CEQ Jacko was presented with
a check for 35,000, In accepting the donation, Ms. Jacko spoke about the Rotary
Club's impaortant role in Miami Lighthouse's establishment so long ago and thanked
them for their continued genercsity and passion for service,

Contribted by Jogrn Spector

g Edward A. Spence: Job Readiness Program Success Story

Edward Spence is embarking on a wvery
successful second career, The former skycap
was Unable to continue work due to wvision loss
caused by dlaucoma, Because he is a man who
always provided for himself and his family, he
resclved to learn the skils necessary to regain
ndependence,

Inlate 2012 and early 2013, Mr. Spence
immersed himself in the various programs
offered by Miami Lighthouse for the Blind and
Visualy Impaired. He took keyboarding and
orientation and mobiity classes. He enrclled in
everything vision rehabiitation could offer and in
2014 in our Job Readiness Program where he
took a Vocational Personality Test, Mr, Spence
scored extremely high in the food services
component. Upon hearing the result, he recaled
that yvears ago his family had been in the
restaurant business, Our Job Readiness team
helped him apply for the Division of Blind Services
(DBS) Bureau of Business Enterprise Program
(BBE). Mr. Spence successfully completed the
program, and was determined to have a career
in food services, His perseverance paid off in
September 2015 when he joined two other
ﬁifg;iz j’;ii;f; E’ﬁ;ifimﬁ vendors and signed a contract for a military
P Carbieate BF S e Ition dining faciity at Camp Blanding in Starke, Florida,
Eoward Spence In August 2016 Mr, Spence was named BBE

vendor of the month, Edward Spence was
helped along his journey by many professionals at Miami Lighthouse and DBS. All of us
wish him confinued success in his new endeavor!

Young Professionals of the Lighthouse Present the 2nd Annual
B Chicken Wing Eating Contestl!

Join the Young Professionals of the Lighthouse as they host the second annual Miami
Lighthouse Chicken Championship Wing Eating Contest at Batch Gastropub on
Septermber 16th to benefit Miami Lighthouse's Music Program, Metwork with local
voung professionals, enjoy a complimentary drink, appetizers and happy hour pricing
beginning at £:30 p.m. The wing eating contest wil start at £:00 p.m. Come as a
spectator or a participant, and help support a great cause while enjoving some friendky
competition. & $20 donation for spectators, and a 350 entry for competitors (limited
competitor tickets avaiable ), For tickets please click here,
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MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE
CHICKEN CHAMPIONSHIP
ANNUAL WING EATING CONTEST

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2016
6:30- 830 PM

CONTEST STARTS AT 8:00 PM

BATCH GASTROPUB
30 SW 12™H STREET

MIAML, FL 33130 PgaTtes

305.808.5555

$20 DONATION FOR SPECTATORS ~ $50 ENTRY FOR COMPETITORS
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ECEIVE 1 COMPLIMENTARY DRIME & AFPS
RECE OMPLIMENT. DRIME & APPS
PLUS HAPPY HOUR PRICING OM DRINKS

h
YOUNG PROFESSIOMNALS OF THE LIGHTHOUSE CO-CHAIRS

dwitation Fyar with informstion listad in the text above. B3ich
Gastropub s aodrass fz; 30 S 1260 Streat,
Migimg, A 33130, and
e phone aumbar fe 3056085555, The Young Frofassionsis of the
Lighthouse Co-Chatrs are Wl Beckdiam, Kant Banedict, and
Fabilp Gohzales.

dmazon:-| Shop at AmazonSmile and Amazon will make a donation
to Miami Lighthouse!

If you're shopping at Amazon, simply shop through the AmazonSmile website and choose Miami Lighthouse
as the charity to receive a donalion every time you make purchase.

Get Started

d:) y.ﬁ Shop on eBay and give at checkout!

' If you're shopping on eBay, make Miami Lighthouse your
' GIVING WORKS “Favorite Non-profit” and choose to give a donation at checkout.

Selling on eBay? You can also suppor us by designating Miami Lighthouse (o receive 10-100% of your final sale price.

Get Started
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Forward this email STAY COMNMECTED n u

EMPLOYER. ID #59-06375847, MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR. THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED, FLORIDA REGISTRATION
#CHAS, A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATIOMAMD FINAMCIAL INFORMATION MaY BE OBTAINED FROM THE
DINISION OF COMSUMER SERVICES BY CALLIMG TOLL FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-300-435-7352, REGISTRATION
DOES MOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROYAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE, MIAMI LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE
BLIMD AMD YISUALLY IMPAIRED, INC, NON-PROFIT IRS EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION MUMBER. IS 59-063734 7.

Miami Lighthouse for the Blind and Yisually Impaired, Inc.,
B01 SW 8th Avenue, Miami, FL 331320



